DETERMINANTS OF ENGLISH EDUCATION
out-of place apeing of the old" privileged" tradition,
and from another side by parental ambition which sees
in the" ladder" steps not to Parnassus but to a scenic
job and a villa in Suburbia
The position of the secondary school is, indeed, crucial,
and we shall have to return to it, The function it saves
as an instrument of social selection is quite indispensable,
and this must be performed at the secondary slap1 of
education, More than any other institution the secondly
school carries the weight of the problem of reconciling
the" push" of legitimate ambition with the claims ol
cultuie, The pioblem is never pcihaps wholly soluble,
but there are encouraging signs that the secondly
schools are increasingly aware of its pressure and be-
coming better equipped to face it,